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A  TOUR  OF 
314  COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE,  BOSTON,  MAS. 


ON  THE  BOSTON  200  BACK  BAY  WALKING  TOUR 


INTRODUCTION 

Built  in  1899,  314  Commonwealth  Avenue  in 
Boston,  now  The  Boston  Evening  Clinic,  was  orig- 
inally the  city  residence  of  Albert  C.  Burrage. 
Although  the  building  was  renovated  in  1947  for 
a  group  of  doctors,  most  of  the  first  floor  and 
parts  of  the  other  three  floors  remain  intact. 
Because  the  building  is  unique,  it  is  included 
on  the  Boston  200  Back  Bay  Walking  Tour  and  the 
Victorian  Boston  Exhibit. 


ALBERT  C.  BURRAGE 

Mr.  Burrage  was  born  in  1856  and  was  gradu- 
ated Summa  Cum  Laude  from  Harvard  in  1883  and  a 
year  later  from  Harvard  Law  School.  By  1885,  he 
had  set  up  a  law  practice  in  Boston  and  married 
Alice  Hathaway  Haskel .  As  a  result  of  his  corp- 
orate law  associations,  he  became  president  of 
the  Allied  Gas  Companies,  and  in  1894  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Governor,  Frederic  T.  Greenhale,  to  the 
Boston  Transit  Comnission  which  at  that  time  was 
responsible  for  the  subway  system. 

Albert  Burrage  had  t^'O  hobbies,  mineralogy 
and  horticulture.  His  interest  in  minerals  re- 
sulted in  his  heavy  investnient  in  copper  and  even- 
tual presidency  of  Amalgamated  Copper  Company.  He 
also  acquired  an  international  reputation  for  the 
cultivation  and  growing  of  orchids  and  had  solari- 
ums  in  his  Boston,  Beverly,  and  Manchester  homes. 

Impressed  by  the  Vanderbilt  Mansion  in  New 
York  City,  Burrage  commissioned  Charles  Brigham 
to  design  a  home  on  a  grand  style  to  fit  the  two 
lots  at  314  and  316  Commonwealth  Avenue.  Brigham 
was  a  well -know  Boston  architect  during  the  late 
1800's  and  the  first  ten  years  of  this  century. 
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In  addi  tioii  to  the  remodeling  of  the  Frederick  L-   Aiiies 
home  at  306  Dartmouth  Street  and  the  1889-1894  addi- 
tion  to  the  State  House.  Brigham  was  known  for  his 
design  of  several  subway  stations.     Burrage's  associ- 
ation with  Brigham  on  the  Boston  Transit  Commission 
may  have  resulted  in  Burrage's   choice  of  an  architect, 

Albert  Burrage  is   said     to  have  hoped  his  elabor- 
ate mansion  would  Inspire  others  on  Commonwealth  Ave- 
nue to  similarly  design  their  homes.     A  walk  dov/n  the 
Avenue  shows  that  this  idea  did  not  catch  on. 


The  building  permit  shows  ihat  the  estiniated 
cost  to  build  the  house  at  3U  Commoawealth  was 
$?00,000s  a  large  sufli  of  money  77  years  ago.     The 
construction  is  steel   frame  and  does  not  require 
loadbedring  walls.     The  building  is   fire  resist- 
ant with  terra  cotta  floor  arches.     Four  stories 
high,   the  outside  is  granite  with  brick  backing. 
The  building  is  over  55  feet  v/icie  and  is  on  two 
lots.     Three  sides  of  the  building  receive  light 
dictating  the  interior  design,  and  as  a  result, 
the  left  side  is  wider  than  the  right  which  abuts 
the  dweilirig  next  door.     The  back  stairs  riwS  ele- 
vator are  housed  on  this  side. 


EXTERIOR  Or  BUILDING 

The  exterior  of  the  Burrage  mansion  '»vds   in- 
spired by  Chenonceaux,   a  chateau  in  the  French 
Loire  Valley.     Unlike  fts  mode],  the  whole  tacade 
is  covered  with  a  rich  layer  of  ciecordtion  and  the 
flatness  of  Cherionceau>i   Is   resiioved  by  the  use  of 
bay  v/inclows.     However,  the  building  does  reseinble 
the  chateau  in  the  triple  dormer  windows,  the  3 
part  vertical   division  of  the  facacie>   the  turrets, 
t'r,e  cioot>-ay5  tne  scallop  motif,  and  the  horizontal 
bands  between  floors.     Tnese  elements  were  enrich- 
ed* rearranged  &n(i  adapted  to  fit  this  corner  Back 
Bay  lot,  and  the  turrets  were  moved  from  the  cor- 
ners of  the  entrance  to  the  side. 


Not  much  is  known  about  the  granite  figures 
which  adorn  the  outside  of  the  building,  but  len- 
gthy inspection  show  scallops,  fish,  fruit  baskets 
and  flov^-ers,  benevolent  cherubs,  and  fierce  gar- 
goyles. Each  figure  is  elaborately  detailed  and 
appears  to  be  almost  mythical  instead  of  decora- 
tive. 
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DETAIL    ON   FACADE  AT    3.14   COMMONWEALTH   AVENUE,    BOSTON. 


VESTIBULE 


Walking  through  the  heavy  iron  gates  into  t/ie 
vestibule,  one  is  instantly  struck  by   the  Icivish 
carvings.  Directly  above  the  iron   doors,  is  a  sign 
which  says,  ''Welcome  Ye  Coming  —  Speed  Ye  Parting 
Guest*'.  The'f^e  is  a  high  vaulted  cellino.  The  wood 
walls  are  richly  curved  v/ith  flowerets,  faces j  and 
figures,  many  of  which  depict  the  fierceness  of  the 
Norse  gods,  Th.e  lower  part  of  these  walls  is  Qmera) 
green  marble;  the  stairs,  rose  marble;  and  the  land- 
ings »  col  orful  mosaic  patterns. 


Concealed  in  one  of  the  panels  in  t.he  vestibule 
is  a   secret  staircase.  The  lock  is  revealed  by  turn- 
ing one  of  the  ^oset!:es.  The  staircase,  ncn^j  blocked 
off,  came  out  in  the  dressing  room  off  the  master  bed- 
room  on  the  second  floor.  There  is  much  speculation 
as  to  why  this  was  put  in,  but  no  reason  for  it  has 
been  recorded. 


LOBBY 

The  lobby  is  large  and  very  elegant.   Rectan- 
gular in  shape,  the  high  ceiling  is  carved  in  a 
French  motif  and  the  designs  are  brushed  with  gold 
leaf.     There  is  a  plaster  haute-relief  border  on 
the  top  of  the  wood  panelled  walls;  and  this  is 
divided  into  sections,  each  one  containing  a  bas- 
relief  medallion  with  profile  heads  of  Shakespeare; 
Virgil,  Dante,  Cervantes,   and  an  unknown  alchemist, 
a  Roman  historian,  a  Chinese  philosopher,  and  2  or 
3  others. 

The  center  of  attention  in  the  lobby  is  the 
ivory  colored  marble  stairway  and  fireplace  or- 
nately sculptured  with  cherubs,  fruit  and  flower 
baskets,  ferocious  creatures,  and  lords  and  ladies. 
The  stairs  lead  to  the  basement  and  the  second 
floor.     In  the  space  behind  the  stairs  there  is  a 
stained  glass  window.     It  is  square  in  shape,  and 
is  made  up  of  thousands  of  pieces  of  glass. 

The  lobby  floor  is  mosaic  with  a  detailed 
multi-colored  border.     In  one  corner,  the  border 
goes  into  a  half  circle  and  elaborates  upon  the 
pattern,  and  in  the  area  around  the  stairs,  there 
is  a  fleur-de-lis  design  in  rose  and  white. 

Looking  up  the  stairway,  there  are  three  8 
foot  stained  glass  windows,  each  with  a  16th  cen- 
tury ship  in  the  middle.     They  are  ships  of  the 
line  for  France,   England,  and  Spain.     Beneath  the 
windows  on  the  landing  is  a  mosaic  picture  of  a 
cherub  with  quiver  and  bow,  and  on  each  side,   is  a 
nude  boy  feeding  a  serpent  while  riding  on  his 
back.     Also  on  the  landing,  each  side  of  the  bal- 
ustrade supports  a  marble  statue  of  a  lord  on  the 
left  and  his  lady  on  the  right. 


A  DETAIL  SKETCH  OF  A  SECTION  OF  THE  STAIRWAY  IN  LOBBY. 


REX  EFT  I  Oft  J500M 

Off  to  the  left  of  the  lobby  is  the  reception 
room.  Structurally,  it   remains  as  originally  de- 
signed. However,  the  columns,  din<^   carvings  have 
been  painted  and  it  is  not  known  what  their  ori- 
ginal colors  were.  Behind  this  rooui  was  Barrage's 
solarium.  It  is  assumed  that  the  walls  were  glass 
although  they  dre   now  stucco.  The  solariunf  roof 
is  still  glass  and  can  be  viewed  from  the  outside. 
This  area  has  been  re.Tiodeleo  into  small  offices 
and  a  false  ceiling  added. 


CHAPEL 

The  formal   dining  room  was  off  the  lobby  with 
entrances   from  the  reception  room  and  the  solarium. 
Half  the  room  was  reir-odelec!  into  office  space ^  but 
part  of  the  room  with  rich  wood  walls,  a  fancy  gold 
leaf  haute- relief  border,  painted  ceiling  and  stain- 
ed glass  window  remain.     The  figures  depicted  in  the 
carvings   m  this  rooni  are  soldiers     and  kings,  grif- 
fins and  gargoyles. 

In  May,   1976,  a  chapel  was   installed  in  this 
area.     It  was  donated   in  mernory  of  Dr.  Morris  A. 
Cohen,  founder  of  th»e  Boston  Evening  Clinic,  by 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  James  L.  Jenks,  Jr.     This  chapel  was 
first  located  at  Sanborn  Co.,  Waltham,  and  removed 
when  V\r.   Jenks  sold  the  coinpany.     The  curtain  at 
the  arched  door^'ay  is   red  velvet  and  the  roofT.-  is 
carpeted  to  match.     The  tapestry  was  imported  from 
Germany  and  depicts  the  return  of  the  prodigal   son. 
Two  silver  candlesticks  are  on  the  altar*  and  a 
carving  of  Albrecht  Durer's^^raying  Hands''   is  on 
the  front.     This   is  the  name  and  symbol   used  by 
Mr.   Jenks   in  his  quarterly  publication.  Praying 
Hands.     The  chapel   has  three  stained  glass  windows, 
one  of  which  was  originally  the  door  leading  from 
the  solarium. 
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SIDE   VIEW  OF   314   COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  SHOEING    THE 
TURRETS   MD   THE  SOLARIVM   IN   THE  REAR, 
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The  Dassioent  of  the  building  whlcn  now  houses  a 
private  apartment,   laboratory  cir)d  x-'ray  rooins,  was 
the  site  of  tlie  kitchen.     Also  there  is  a  wine  cellar 
protruding  out  ur\6erned.th  the  sldewelk.      It  has  been 
said  that  Burrage  housed  his  extensive  nilnera]  collec- 
tion  ifi  5  safe  in  this  area. 


SECOND  Floor 


The  re;nainder  of  the  bu1'!d1r)g  is  not  open  to  the 
public  except  during  Clinic  hours.  On  the  second 
floor  there  Wcre  four  bedrooms.  ,.A  portion  of  the  mas- 
ter bedroon;  -is  still  intact  and  the  huge  dark  wood 
doors  and  door  frames  still  exist.  Tne  dressing  rooin 


next  to  the  niaster  Dedroom  1s  where  the  secret 
staircase  carne  out.     The  room  contains  a  fu]\   len- 
gth mirror.     The  door  in  this   room  is  delicately 
painted  with  3  French  design.     Further  down  the 
hall    in  this  section  is  a  huge  walk- in  safe. 


UPPfci^apORS 

The  ball  room  took  up  the  entire  third  floor. 
From  the  second  floor,  the  wide  stal rv/ay  1s  wood 
paneled  and  goes  up  to  the  fourth  floor  where 
there  were  more  bedrooms  ai)d  the  servants  quarters 
The  attic  is  also  div/ided  up  and  is  reacmd  by  the 
rear  stain'^ay. 

There  is  a  large  stained  glass  skylight  vis- 
ible from  the  third  ar-d  fourth  floors,-     Other 
stained  glass  windows  exist  in  the  bathroom  in  the 
master  bedroom,   and  the  bathroo;n  off  the  ballroorr;. 
This  one  is  particu]a5^1y  lovely  with  a  detailed 
portrait  in  the  center. 

The  building  v^as  designed  to  accommodate  an 
elevator  by  the  rear  staircase  which  is  still  in 
use. 


JUL  iiiiiRiOLi^  S  ANS 

There  is  no  documentation  on   the  artisans  who 
worked  on  the  inside  of  the  building;  but  specula- 
tion and  Information  gathered  from  friends  and  em- 
ployees of  the  Barrage's  together  with  the  visually 
distinctive  styles,  has  given  some  idea  as  to  their 
nationalities.     The  mosaic  floor  1s   Italian  and  the 
carvings  and  wood  and  plaster  reliefs  are  French. 
The  grand  stainvay  and  fireplace  are  Italian,  pro- 
bably of  Florentine  influence.     There  is  a  story 
that  the  sculptor  had  just  lost  his  infant  son 


and  all  the  cherubs  are  of  him.  Whether  the  stair- 
way was  carved  in  Italy  and  shipped  to  the  United 

States  or  done  in  this  country  is  not  known.  The 
windows  are  definitely  French.  They  were  most  pro- 
bably done  on  the  premises  with  a  kiln  installed 
in  the  building.  There  is  both  domestic  and  im- 
ported glass  in  the  18  stained  glass  windows  in  the 
building.  Unlike  his  contemporaries  in  this  country, 
the  artisan  did  not  sign  the  windows.  They  are 
irreplaceable,  and  some  of  them  are  being  repaired 
and  preserved. 


THE  BQSTOM  EVENING  CLINIC 

The  Boston  Evening  Clinic  was  founded  in  1927 
by  Dr.  Morris  A.  Cohen.  He  imni grated  to  this 
country  with  his  family  at  the  age  of  12.  Upon  grad- 
uating from  medical  school,  he  went  into  industrial 
medicine,  and  soon  realized  that  there  was  a  great 
naed  for  a  medical  facility  where  people  who  worked 
during  the  day  could  go  without  losing  time  and  pay 
from  their  jobs. 

The  Clinic  has  continued  with  this  principal  and 
is  open  Monday  through  Thursday  evenings  as  v/ell  as 
Saturday  mornings.  It  was  the  first  clinic  of  its 
type  in  the  country.  The  Clinic  is  financed  through 
contributions  and  patient  income.  The  Clinic  bought 
the  314  Commonwealth  Avenue  building  in  1959.  It  has 
been  a  financial  hardship  because  the  Clinic  has  never 
received  any   government  funding.  Despite  the  contin- 
ual battle  of  the  budget,  the  Boston  Evening  Clinic's 
staff  of  doctors  and  nurses  sees  20,000  patients  a 
year. 

The  Clinic  is  proud  of  its  record  of  service  to 
the  community. 


Windof/  Restoration,  Joseph  Serpentino 
Made  possible  with  Support  from  the 

COMMONWSALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL 
ON  THE  ARTS  AND  HUMANITIES 

and 

THE  MABEL  LOUISE  RILEY  CHARITABLE  TRUST 
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